B3/16/2869

15:32

FEAE733935 TOIYABE ADMIM P&GE

TOIYABE INDIAN HEALTH PROJECT, INC.

ADMIMISTRATION
7500 B73-8454
[760] B73-5935 FAX

FISCAL
(7500 873611
7601 872-8152 FAX

CONTRACY CARE
(760 BZ3-811
7601 823-7600 FAX

OPTICAL
760 B73-6111

BISHOPM MEDICAL CLIMIC
(750 873-5461
7601 A73-3508 FAX

PHARMACY
760} B73-4721
760 873-612F FAX

DENTAL
[760) B73-344%
[760) B73-3880 FAX

COMMUIMITY HEALTH/
NUTRITION/ELDERS
(760 B72-2622
(760) 873-G352 FAX

PREVEMTIVE MEDICIME
[7&0) 8738051

FAMILY SERVICES DEPARTMEMT
[760) B73-6304
(760) 873-3254 FAX

DIALYSIS CEMTER
780} B73-761
(7601 873-3361 FAX

WIC PROGRAM
760N BF2-3707
{760) B73-5362 FAX

LEME PINE COMMUNITY CLINIC
150 & QRODWIN LANE
P. Q. BON 186
LOME PIME. CA 93545
(7600 £76-4795
[760) B76-5624 FAX

FT. INGEPENDENCE INDIAN RESERVATION

TMOEPEMDEMCE, CA

BISHOT FAIUTE RESERVAT IO
BISHOR, CA

KUTZAD kA* PAILUTE TRIBE

PAIUTE PROFESSIONAL CENTER
52 TU SU LANE
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 93514
March 16, 2009

State Treasurer Bill Lockyer Finance Director Mike Genest
California State Treasurer’s Office California Department of Finance
915 Capitol Mall, Room 110 915 L Street

Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Profect Medi-Cal Adult Dental Program Above All Qther “Optional”
Health Services

Dear State Treasurer Lockyer and Finance Director Genest:

Native American health clinics in California are part of a health care system that
is chronically under firnded and highly dependent on the Medi-Cal program to
provide vital dental care to adult patients from all backgrounds. In light of this, if
budget reductions most be made to the vast Medi-Cal program, please retzin

adult dertal care. ‘

To be specific, plesse protect the Medi-Cal adult dental program above all other
“optional™ Medi-Cal benefits. If budget cuis are required of optional services
provided under this benefits plan, please retain adult dental while climinating the
other proposed optional services. Also, please assist in reclassifying adolt dental
care as part of the basic medical benefits package and not as an optional benefit.
Federal gnidelines establish the core Medicatd services. However, evidence-

based medicine demonstrates that oral heshth shoald be an intepral part of BASIC
medical care and NOT an optional benefit. Therefiwe, please work with the
federal Centers for Medicand and Medicare Seryices to reclassify aduit dental

care.

Govemnor Amold Schwarzenepger and Department of Health Care Services
Director David Maxwell-Jolly have been made aware of and asked to assist in

fulfitling these important requests.

Oral health statos affects overall bvmalth and well bemng, as well as employability -
and produectivity. Poor oral kealth mot only resolts in meedless and avoidable paim
and suffering bat alse is assocated with a varety of other disenses amd
conditions, including respicatory disease, diabetes, stroke, heart disease, and
preterm and low birth weight deliverfes. Poor orat health also may lead to loss of
employment and redoced hours of work due to pain, infection and associated
dental visits. Yet 2.8 milhon adults i Califormia could lose access to dental
services if the corent proposal to eliminate the Medi-Cal adult demtal program as
a cost cutting measure is enacied.
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TOIYABE INDIAN HEALTH PROJECT, INC.

ADMIMISTRATION
[7E0} 8704654
(750) B73-3935 FAX

FISCAL
7601 873-511
[760) 872-8152 FAX

COMTRACT CARE
(760 B73-61m
{750 B73-7601 FAX

OFTICAL
{7600 873-6111

BISHOP MEDICAL CLINIC
|7500 873-B461
[750) 873-3908 FAX

PHABRMALY
(7600 B73-4721
(760) 873-8127 FAX,

DERTAL
(760) 873-3443
(FEQ] 873-3869 FAX

COMMUNITY HEALTH/
MUTRITIONELDERS
{760) 872-2622
(FE0) B73-0352 FAX

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE
[760) 873-5851

FAMILY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
(760) B73-6304
(7600 B73-3254 FAX,

DIALYSIS CEMTER
1760 873-7611
(7600 8733361 FAX

WIC PROGRAM
17600 872-3707
(750) §73-G362 FAX

LOME PINE COMMLIMITY CLINIC
450 5. SOOCAWIN LARE
PO BOX 186
LONE PINE, CA 93545
(76801) B76-4795
{7600 B76-5624 FAX

FT. INDEFENDEMCE INDIAN RESERVATION

INDEPENDEMCE. £,

BISHOP PAIUTE RESERVATION
BISHOR CA

KLITZIAD KA* PAIUTE TRIBE

PAIUTE PROFESSIONAL CENTER
52 TU SU LANE
BISHOF, CALIFORNIA 93514

While the program’s elimination would result in only a minor reduction in state
outlays, it would cause the loss of at feast $115 million of federal matching
funds, substitute more expensive services for less expensive treatments and
preventive services, and exacerbate the problems of the safety net by placing
more pressure on communtity clinics and emergency rooms. Eliminating the
Medi-Cal adult dental coverage would have other significant ramifications,
including lower participation by dentists in the program and ultimately,
significant oral health and medical problems m racial and ethnic counmmities,
pregnant women, low-income, disabled and elderly adults.

Oral disease bas become what many experts now call "the silent epidemic,”
causing chromic suffering for millions of people and d1spmpumnnately affecting
low-tncome families, comunmities of color, and the elderly. Expertscitea
complex interaction of factors as the cange of California™s oral health disparities
and discase epidenmc. ’[‘lmmchﬂﬂadmlmmgmnnherufpmmmgdmm
professionsls, especiafly in low-income netghborhoods; lack of econommic
incentives for dental professionals to serve low-income populations; poor -
mdnﬂmbﬂmnwwdﬁmufpnmarymmd&ﬁhlmmmm
rmumbers of people with no dental insurance; msufficient amounts of public
funding for dental care; inefficient use of available resources; lack of public
awareness about ways to prevent oral disease; lack of anderstanding of oral
heatth issaes by mmneroes decision makers; amd Iick of effective governnrent
policy to correct these problems. Given this detrimental situation, the most
effective, efficient, and immediate approach to treating the factors causing this
growing statewide problem is the strongest consideration in protecting and
maintaining the Medi-Cal adult dental program.

-

Christie Man/andﬂlwAi@m
Toiyabe Indian Health Project, Inc.
52 Tu Su Lane

Bishop, CA 93514
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